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ZHL\ED Greeting

Ladies and gentlemen,

Welcome to the speech today.

May name is Tojo.

First of all, I would like to say that it is a great honor, as well as a pleasure to
be here. It is fantastic to have such an opportunity to make a speech on the
cultural interaction between ancient Iran and Japan from a new point of view.
I am very grateful to Dr. Jamshid Jamshidi and all those who organized this
great event for inviting me, and to the audiences who gathered today.

My speech today consists with two parts. First part concerns with ancient
Iranian culture and Mithraism. (About 6:30-7:15). Second part concerns with
its propagation routes and its influence on Japanese religion. (About
7:15-8:00).
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Old Perspective (Narrow and Misleading)
Chopped Iran = Zoroastrian Iran vs. Islamic Iran or Dualism vs. Monotheism.
Other elements are excluded (veiled/neglected).
Excluded elements
Simorghian culture (Pre-Zoroastrian culture)
Mithraism
Zurwanism
Manichaeism/Bogomilism/Catharism
Mazdakism/Babakism/Khorramism
Yazdanism (Yezidi, Ahl-e Haqq)
Mahayana Buddhism (Pure Land Buddhism, Maitreya Cult, Mikkyo, etc.)
Miroku-kyou (Chinese Mithraism)
Bon-po (Tibetan native religion)




HUL\RA Old Perspective
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This distorted view was formed mainly by western scholars in early 20tk Century.
This perspective has long been veiling the true perspective.
But wise and good people tear the veil. They uncovered the truth.
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New Perspective (Holistic and Correct)

Modern researchers of the world are becoming to be aware that there is a root-basis behind

all Iran-origin cultures. Iranians call it Simorghian culture.

The new perspective will become the standard view of the Iranian culture.

Leading Scholars:

- Manuchehr Jamali....Iranian philosopher-poet. Ancient Iranian culture study.

- Jamshid Jamshidi......Iranian doctor. Ancient Iranian culture study.

- Izady Mehrdad Kurdhish researcher. Lecturer in the Dept. of Near Eastern
Language and Civilisations at Havard University.

- Philip Kreyenbroek ...Professor at Georg-August-Universitat in Gottingen, Kurdish
(Yezidi) study.

Holistic Iranian Culture = Simorghian Culture (The root basis)

True Iran Seamless and holistic. False Iran Patchwork and fragmental.
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What is Simorghian Culture?

Most forgotten, but most fantastic and most powerful ROOT CULTURE
It is now promoted by Simorghian movement.

Simorghian culture is the root of Iranian culture.
Simorghian culture is pre-Zoroastrian Iranian culture.
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Characteristic Features of Simorghian Culture
Simorghian culture covers vast area, encompassing modern north-east China, Mongol,
Central Asia, Kashmir, north India, Tibet, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran, Kurdistan,
Caucasas, Black Sea coast, Siberia, and East Europe.
Mithraism is a flower blossomed in the Simorgh culture. Simorgh culture is a root and
mother of Mithraism.
No-ruz of ancient Iran is celebrated on March 21th, which is spring equinox (the Sun enters
0 degree of Aries). This may be the origin of the tradition of China, Korean peninsula and
Japan. All these nations start new year in spring equinox.




Map Simorghian Culture Zone

SlMOGHlAN CULTURE ZONE
Steppe Route A
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Is It Extinguished?
No!

It is still living in:

Kurdish culture, especially in Yarsanism (Yezidi, Ahl-e Haqq)
Chinese Mithraism (Mi-le-Jiao)

Japanese religious culture

We will see it is still living in Japanese religious culture in Part 2.

Before proceeding to Part 2, we will see briefly gods and fundamental principles of Simorghian culture
You will get a basic image of it.




#1742 Gods of Simorghian Culture
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Great Goddess Div

In Simorgh culture, Great Goddess Div is the root God and the Seed, which is one single hidden
Life-Power-Wisdom. She is not a sole creator either commander in monotheistic sense,
however, She is truly the root-God, the Hakk, the Ultimate and the One.
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*Div: Also called Simorgh and Daéna. Daéna corresponds to Roman Diana. Div has the same word-root
with Greek ®gvg and Roman Deus both of which mean God.




Photo Simorgh




Simorgh painted by Masato TOJO
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Photo Simorgh and Her Daughter Raam

Courtesy to Dr. Jamshid Jamshidi
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The Original Ameshaspenta

Div has six faces. The set of these six faces is called Ameshaspenta (the original
Ameshaspenta*). Six faces are Mitra, Varuna(=Apam Napat=Spenta Mainyu), Ahriman, Atar,
Khvar, Raam. Their role is to give cosmic orders and rhythms in order to make

circulation(re-incarnation) of Life smoothly.

- Original Ameshaspenta corresponds to Aditiyas of India.

- The group of gods mentioned in inscription of the Mitanni-Hittite peace treaty is an example
of the original Ameshaspenta.

- The members of original Ameshaspenta have changed, when time and/or place have changed.
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*the original Ameshaspenta: Amosa Spanta. This is the original. Zoroastrian Amesha Spenta was made
after the model of it.
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Great Goddess and the original Ameshaspenta
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" Corresponds to Seven Archangels of modern Yazdanism.
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Mitra

Mitra, who is a god of friendship, is Simorgh herself and the first face of the original
Ameshaspenta. Simorgh represents the female (nurture) aspect and Mitra the male
(friendship) one. The position of Mitra rose gradually. In Mitanni era henotheistic Mithraism
was formed.
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Note: We call Him Mitra
For Simorghian Mitra is common both in Iran and India, Iranian Neo-Paganists call him
“Mitra”, not “Mithra” nor “Mehr”.
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Ahriman

- Ahriman represents vitality.
- Ahreman serves for goddesses. He amuse them.
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Ahriman is not an evil god.

Role/function of the original Ahriman is as above described. From Simorghian point of view,
it is not surprising that Ahriman has recoved his lost position in Yezidism and modern
Mithraism.
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Yazata-ha

There are other yazatas. Some of them are listed below. Not only Great Goddess Div, and
Ahriman but also Bahman(Wohu=Manoh) and Armaiti are deformed by Mazdaism. Their true
images and roles can be seen in Smorgh culture.
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Asman: god of the sky

Zamyat: goddess of the erath
Anahita(Gav): goddess of the water
Wayu: god of the wind
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Bahman(Wohu-manah): god of Humanity
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Armaiti: goddess of protection of womb
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Tyr: god of wisdom
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Bahram(Urthragna): war god
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Manthra: god of manthras
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Arshtat: goddess of justice
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Hordad: goddess of health
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Murdad: goddess of immortality
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Fundamental Principles

The following six fundamental principles are extracted from HP ancient Simorghian culture by
Dr. Jamali.

We will know the reason why it (Simorghian culture) has so great significance today. For it will
give us a philosophical and religious basis, which enables us to think holistic, scientific and
freehand, and to built a new culture and society of all the people.

@ Unity of All: simorgh va ram, ghadasat jan

@ Direct Link with God: kharade ensani & bahman

® God as the Bunch of Grapes: shahrivar

@ Evolution of Concept of God, Realization of Paradise: shahrivar(samandeh)
® Self-Rule & Self-Decision: arke v kharad(kharade)

® Justice & Equality: arke
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@ Unity of All: simorgh va rdm, ghadasat jan

The whole being is in the move and happiness and dance.

The portal of Simorgh is the symbol of evolution in Iranian Culture. Iranian culture believes in
the evolution not in the creation as it is in Moslem, Christianity or Judaism. Iranian Culture
believes that there is no separation between happiness and dance and being. Every being came
from love and happiness, from flow and dance through evolution.
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@ Direct Link with God: kharade ensani & bahman

Humans are in direct dialogue with God. All his/her thought is, basically, grows from this
dialogue (each human is a building block of God). Based on this principle, the dialogues
between people are taken as the dialogue with God.

The unity of a society is the outcome of being in dialog for finding the ways of living together.
The unity isn’t in believing into same leader, same religion or faith or the same holy book.
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® God as the Bunch of Grapes: shahrivar

Humans are like seeds of one “interconnected bunch” (like a bunch of grapes) where this bunch
is the God. By being united and staying in dialogue with each other, society can create a
harmonious union. In other words, God becomes the State. According to Simorghian
philosophy, democracy is not a form of government. It is a state of mind.
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@ Evolution of Concept of God, Realization of Paradise: arta,
shahrivar(samandeh)

Iranian God does not have ultimate power and ultimate understanding and ultimate thought,
Iranian God learns as time goes by. Iranian God has thought like human and researches and
gives birth every day to a new era. This is what Iranian God wants from us, to be like him or
like her and to evolve, to explore, to think, to change and to create our own heaven here on this
Earth.

Iranian culture is not looking to find an absolute truth in a religion or in an ideology and try to
publicise and implement it and try to use it as the basis of a society or an State. Such conduct
is against the perception of Iranian God who has the same essence as the humans.
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® Self-Rule & Self-Decision: arke v kharad(kharade)

The word “arke” means self-rule and self-decision. Kharad (kharade) is human intelligence
and awareness. It is a decision not made just by the brain but by the whole of body, taking
every possible thing into account before making the final decision.
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® Justice & Equality: arke

Iranian culture is based on the equality of all people, because, all people are from one soul. All
people are the seeds of the Tree of the Life, which means God; which is Life. Since Kharad is
the direct reflection of the soul. Therefore, soul and Kharad are sacred and no law, power or
any God has the right to harm them.

Humans have a kind of kharad that can establish law and order, stable society or government.
Bahman*, who is “Kharade Samandeh” or Arke*, means the actual discipline, within each
human change to Arta which is the justice, truth and law.
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Simorghian Ideal

While protecting the dignities of three essences (Nature, Life and Intelligence), Simorgh
keeps their ceaseless circulation, as oil or grease which enable it. All the patterns of
consciousness, which accompany this circulation of three essences, are friends of Simorgh. They
experience harmony in cosmic level, while helping Simorgh to deepen and evolve itself.

Sufi doctrine of “friend of God” reflects this tradition.
Sufism has inherited many elements from Simorghian tradition.
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Simorghian Emblem of Three Dignities: pishnehad arm-e qadasht
khord tabi'at v jan

One of the leaders of Iranian Neo-Paganists Dr. J. J. proposes an Emblem which symbolizes
their philosophy and value. The Emblem is a simple circle depicting our globe, where three
recognizable but tightly interconnected compartments make up it’s body. Each compartment or

sanctuary harbors one of the indispensable principles of our blief. These principles are: Dignity
of Nature (tabi’at), Dignity of Life (jan) and Dignity of Knowing (khord). The name of the
highest consciousness may be placed in the center or at the top of the globe if so desired. The
name of the country is mentioned on the four corner of the Emblem in the native language as
well as internationally recognizable language. The background color of the Emblem can be
decided at will. The Emblem also shows that the respect in Persian's culture is towards
humanity and life not towards God and his/her prophets.




The Simorghian culture and its philosophy has great significance in modern world.
It is promoted by Simorghian promotion group to make a movement.

It is an important topic, however, we can’t touch it today.

We must proceed to investigate its influence on Japanese culture.

The investigation will shed new light both on Iranian and Japanese.
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An Application of Simorghian Symbol & Wheeling

NEW AGE RELIGIO-CULTURAL
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LET'S JOIN WITH THE WHIRLING DANCE OF
NATURE, LIFE & INTELLIGENCE!
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Concluding Remark of Part 1

Part 1 is finished. In Part 2, We will investigate ancient Japanese religious culture in the

context of Simorghian culture.
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