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Antiquity (Ancient Era): 3000 BC to mid 400A.D.:

A, The Civilization of Ancient Greece,:
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collaps of Roman Civilization in the 5th century
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Late:1300~: but War between Italy, England, Spain, France, Roman inquisition by Catholic Church,
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Renaissance(14" © 17th century).



War, ignorance, famine, pandemics (Black Death)-
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https://www.radiofarda.com/a/ancient-dna-solves-mystery-over-

origin-of-medieval-black-death/31899921 .html
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TREATMENT
Some medieval cures and preventive measures for the plague:

‘Plague is a scourge from God for your evil deeds—by scourging yourself with a whip like a
flagellant, then God has no reason for scourging you with plague.

*Apply a mixture of tree resin, roots of white lilies and human excrements.

‘Bathing should not be avoided, and be done with vinegar and rosewater—alternatively in your
own urine.

*Drink the pus of lanced buboes.

*Quarantine people for 40 days (quarantine comes from latin for 40) —first done in Venice in
1348.

*Place a live hen close to the swellings to draw out the pestilence then drink a glass of your own
urine twice a day.

*Grind up an emerald and drink it in wine.

*Injest snakeskin, bone from the heart of a stag, Armenian clay, precious metals, aloe, myrrh
and saffron.

‘Roast the shells of newly laid eggs, and grind them to a powder—add Marigold flowers and
treacle—drink in warm beer every morning and night.

http://hosted.lib.uiowa.edu/histmed/plague/



6 Reasons the Dark Ages Weren't So Dark

The centuries following the fall of the Roman Empire in
476 A.D. are often referred to as the Dark Ages—but were
they really?

«SARAH PRUITT

1. The idea of the “Dark Ages” came from later scholars
who were heavily biased toward ancient Rome.

2. The Church replaced the Roman Empire as the most
powerful force in Europe, redefining the relationship
between church and state.

3. The growth of monasticism had important implications
for later Western values and attitudes.

4. The Early Middle Ages were boom times for agriculture.

5. Great advances were made in science and math—in
the Islamic world.

6. The Carolingian Renaissance saw a flowering in the
arts, literature, architecture and other cultural realms.



In conclusion, historians have identified several causes of the
Renaissance in Europe,

including:

1. increased interaction between different cultures,

2. the rediscovery of ancient Greek and Roman texts (Marcus
Tullinus Cecero, Plato, Aristotel),

3. the emergence of humanism,

4. different artistic and technological 1nnovations,

5. and the impacts of conflict and death(Black Death).

https://www.historycrunch.com/causes-of-the-renaissance.htmi#/
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1. Razi(864AD-930AD):Medicine/Math./Astronomy/Chemistry/Philosophy/Music.
2. Farabi(870AD/Meth./Philosophy/Music/Neo-Plathonism.

3. Ferdowsi(935AD-1020AD): Poetry.

4. Avicena(982aD-1037AD):Medicine/Philiosophy/Science.

5. Omar Khayam(1048AD-1131AD: Poetry/Math./Astronomy.

6. Molavi Romi(1225AD): Poetry/Misticism



Renaissance Geniuses

Some of the most famous and groundbreaking Renaissance
intellectuals, artists, scientists and writers include the likes of:
eLeonardo da Vinci (1452-1519): Italian painter, architect,

inventor and “Renaissance man” responsible for painting “The

Mona Lisa” and “The Last Supper.

*Desiderius Erasmus (1466—1536): Scholar from Holland who
defined the humanist movement in Northern Europe.
Translator of the New Testament into Greek.

*Rene Descartes (1596—-1650): French philosopher and
mathematician regarded as the father of modern philosophy.
Famous for stating, “I think; therefore | am.”

*Galileo (1564-1642): Italian astronomer, physicist and enginee

whose pioneering work with telescopes enabled him to
describes the moons of Jupiter and rings of Saturn. Placed
under house arrest for his views of a heliocentric universe.

*Nicolaus Copernicus (1473-1543): Mathematician and
astronomer who made first modern scientific argument for the
concept of a heliocentric solar system.

*Thomas Hobbes (1588-1679): English philosopher and author
of “Leviathan.”

*Geoffrey Chaucer (1343—-1400): English poet and author
of “The Canterbury Tales.”
*Giotto (1266-1337): Italian painter and architect whose
more realistic depictions of human emotions influenced
generations of artists. Best known for his frescoes in the
Scrovegni Chapel in Padua.
*Dante (1265-1321): Italian philosopher, poet, writer and
political thinker who authored “The Divine Comedy.”
*Niccolo Machiavelli (1469-1527): Italian diplomat and
philosopher famous for writing “The Prince” and “The
Discourses on Livy.”
*Titian (1488-1576): Italian painter celebrated for his
rportraits of Pope Paul lll and Charles | and his later
religious and mythical paintings like “Venus and Adonis”
and "Metamorphoses."
*William Tyndale (1494-1536): English biblical translator,
humanist and scholar burned at the stake for translating
the Bible into English.

https://www.history.com/topics/renaissance/renaissance



*William Byrd (1539/40-1623): English composer known for his
development of the English madrigal and his religious organ music.
*John Milton (1608-1674): English poet and historian who wrote the
epic poem “Paradise Lost.”

*William Shakespeare (1564-1616): England’s “national poet” and the
most famous playwright of all time, celebrated for his sonnets and plays
like “Romeo and Juliet.”

*Donatello (1386—-1466): Italian sculptor celebrated for lifelike
sculptures like “David,” commissioned by the Medici family.

*Sandro Botticelli (1445-1510): Italian painter of “Birth of Venus.”
*Raphael (1483—-1520): Italian painter who learned from da Vinci and
Michelangelo. Best known for his paintings of the Madonna and “The
School of Athens.”

*Michelangelo (1475-1564): Italian sculptor, painter and architect who
carved “David” and painted The Sistine Chapel in Rome.

In the 16th century, Martin Luther, a German monk, led

the Protestant Reformation — a revolutionary movement that
caused a split in the Catholic church. Luther questioned many
of the practices of the church and whether they aligned with
the teachings of the Bible.

As a result, a new form of Christianity, known as Protestantism,
was created.

https://www.history.com/topics/renaissance/renaissance



“The School of Athens”....by Raphael 1483-1520




German theologian and reformer Martin Luther, seated center,
with other German reformers Melancthon, Pomeranus and

Cruciger.
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The Assurance Debate in Max Weber ’

Ottavio Palombaro, University of Milan, Italy
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Max Weber(1864-1920): Catholic ethic=Worldly-rejecting ascerticism, “Universal Priesthood”, of believers,
Protestant ethic=inner-worldly active mysticism, sees any one’s work as a form of service to God.
speculative Capitalism (tradition), rational Capitalism (modern),



Modernity synonymous with Enlightenment project (light of reason & natural science)

Modermus= “just now”, “current events”, “present political and socio-economic status”.

Jurgen Habermas: Modernity has proved to be an unfinished project whose emancipatory
potential has yet to be realized.

Ferdinand TOnnies: emergence from community to society or from social organization customary
relations.

René Descartes: the master and the possessors of nature.
Modernity: profoundly ambiguous change/ new = it becomes a form of changelessness.

Modernity: something new in opposite to the past/ traditional.
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Reneé Descartes: the master and the gossessors of nature.

Postmodern
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by Dr. Rick Durst, a Christian Professor Premodern

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y1Dd_dkIPDM



. Colonialism(16t — 2Qth century).
. ~
Early Modernlty.1600 ethnicity to the level of state ideology, aided by

_ _ modern technologies and new forms of deadly
Rise of the nation state violence, systematically registered and classified
Growth of tolerance as a political and social belief conquered populations as both ethnically (and
often biologically) different and inferior. global
racism, exploitation of local labor and resources,
Rise of mercantilism and capitalism exploited for geopolitical military reasons, created
ethnic conflicts, imposition of European-specific
and predominantly Christian values. economic

Industrialization

Discovery and colonization of the Non-Western

world dependency between the metropolitan (European)
Rise of representative democracy economies, and the colonial peripheries
Increasing role of science and technology International Encyclopedia of Human Geography, 2009

Urbanization
Mass literacy
Proliferation of mass media

The Cartesian and Kantian distrust of tradition for
autonomous reason



Added to Modernity : 19t" Century

Emergence of social science and anthropology
Romanticism and Early Existentialism
Naturalist approaches to art and description

Evolutionary thinking in geology, biology, politics, and
social sciences

Beginnings of modern psychology
Growing disenfranchisement of religion

Emancipation



Defining Characteristics of Modernity"

Bureaucracy--impersonal, social hierarchies that
practice a division of labor and are marked by a
regularity of method and procedure

Disenchantment of the world--the loss of sacred and
metaphysical understandings of al facets of life and
culture

Rationalization--the world can be understood and

managed through a reasonable and logical system of °

objectively accessible theories and data

Secularization--the loss of religious influence and/or
religious belief at a societal level

Alienation--isolation of the individual from systems of
meaning--family, meaningful work, religion, clan, etc.

Commodification--the reduction of all aspects of life to
objects of monetary consumption and exchange

Decontexutalization--the removal of social practices,
beliefs, and cultural objects from their local cultures of
origin

Individualism --growing stress on individuals as
opposed to meditating structures such as family,
clan, academy, village, church

Nationalism--the rise of the modern nation-states
as rational centralized governments that often
cross local, ethnic groupings

Urbanization--the move of people, cultural centers,
and political influence to large cities

Subjectivism--the turn inward for definitions and
evaluations of truth and meaning

Linear-progression--preference for forms of
reasoning that stress presuppositions and resulting
chains of propositions

Objectivism--the belief that truth-claims can be
established by autonomous information accessible
by all

Universalism--application of ideas/claims to all
cultures/circumstances regardless of local
distinctions



Reductionism--the belief that something can be
understood by studying the parts that make it up

Mass society--the growth of societies united by mass
media and widespread dissemination of cultural
practices as opposed to local and regional culture
particulars

Industrial society--societies formed around the
industrial production and distribution of products

Homogenization--the social forces that tend toward a
uniformity of cultural ideas and products

Democratization--political systems characterized by

free elections, independent judiciaries, rule of law, and

respect of human rights

Mechanization--the transfer of the means of production

from human labor to mechanized, advanced
technology

Totalitarianism--absolutist central governments that
suppress free expression and political dissent, and that
practice propaganda and indoctrination of its citizens

Therapeutic motivations--the understanding that the
human self is a product of evolutionary desires and
that the self should be assisted in achieving those
desires as opposed to projects of ethical improvement
or pursuits of public virtue

Thus, modernity is often regarded a paradoxical

event, layered with complexity, contradictions, and
diversity.



Modernity as Hope,

Modernization brought a series of seemingly
indisputable benefits to people. Lower infant
mortality rate, decreased death from starvation,
eradication of some of the fatal diseases, more
equal treatment of people with different backgrounds
and incomes, and so on. To some, this is an
indication of the potential of modernity, perhaps yet
to be fully realized. In general, rational, scientific
approach to problems and the pursuit of economic
wealth seems still to many a reasonable way of
understanding good social development.




Modernity as Doom

At the same time, there are a number of dark sides of
modernity pointed out by sociologists and others.
Technological development occurred not only in the
medical and agricultural fields, but also in the military. The
atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki during
World War Il, and the following nuclear arms race in the
post-war era, are considered by some as symbols of the
danger of technologies that humans may or may not be
able to handle wisely. Stalin's Great Purges and the
Holocaust (or Shoah) are considered by some as
indications that rational thinking and rational organization
of a society might involve exclusion, or extermination, of
non-standard elements.

Environmental problems comprise another category in the
dark side of modernity. Pollution is perhaps the least
controversial of these, but one may include decreasing
biodiversity and climate change as results of development.
The development of biotechnology and genetic
engineering are creating what some consider sources of
unknown risks.




Continues

Besides these obvious incidents, many critics point
out psychological and moral hazards of modern life -
alienation, feeling of rootlessness, loss of strong
bonds and common values, hedonism,
disenchantment of the world, and so on. Likewise,
the loss of a generally agreed upon definitions of
human dignity, human nature, and the resulting loss
of value in human life have all been cited as the
impact of a social process/civilization that reaps the
fruits of growing privatization, subjectivism,
reductionism, as well as a loss of traditional values
and worldviews. Some have suggested that the end
result of modernity is the loss of a stable conception
of humanity and/or the human being.




Conditions of the Modern Self

.The modern self assumes an autonomy that seeks to reject the claims of
authority, tradition, or community.

.The modern self searches for personal therapy that only results in the
subjective experience of well-being.

.The true, the good, and the beautiful are undiscoverable, so they are
judged as not applicable to human experience.

.The modern self has moved from an emphasis on redemption of
character to liberation from social inhibitions.

.Jdentity is self-constructed through self-consumption of products of desire.

.Such claims about identity and truth call for a technical mastery of the
environment, as well as a division between the public and private spheres
of reality.

Adapted from Gay, Craig M. The Way of the (Modern) World: Or, Why It's Tempting to Live As If
God Doesn't Exist. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998.



Peter Berger's Six Propositions on The Nature of
Western Individuality

Thus, with the above in mind, this is how most of Western
society understands human identity:

1.The uniqueness of the individual represents his or her
essential reality.

2.Individuals are or ought to be free.

3.Individuals are responsible for their own actions, but
only for their own actions.

4.An individual's subjective experience of the world is
"real" by definition.

5.Individuals possess certain rights over and against
collectives.

6.Individuals are ultimately responsible for creating
themselves.

Berger, Peter L. "Western Individuality: Liberation and Loneliness," Partisan Review 52
(1985).

Peter Ludwig Berger(1929-2017)
Austrian-born American.
-- Religion and Modernity--
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How EIU measures democracy

(Economist Intelligence Unit)

1. 2. 3.

The Democracy Index is Countries are given a Each country is then
based on 60 indicators, rating on a zero to ten grouped into four types of
grouped into five scale, and the overall regime, based on their
categories: electoral process index is the average of the average score: full

and pluralism, civil five total category scores. democracies, flawed
liberties, functioning of democracies, hybrid
government, political regimes and authoritarian
participation and political regimes.

culture.

https://www.eiu.com/n/campaigns/democracy-index-2021/
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